The custody of idiots and lunatics has from a very early period in England been vested by the law in the Crown. The statute Be Praerogativa Regis (17 Edw. II. c.c. 9 and 10) provided that the King (a) should have the custody of the lands of idiots, taking the profits of them without waste or destruction, subject to the conditions that he should supply the idiot with necessaries and restore the lands to his heirs after his death; and (J) in the case of lunatics should see that their lands and tenements were safely kept without waste and destruction, that they and their household were competently maintained out of " the issues of the same," and that the residue was to be kept for their use on recovery, or, if they died, distributed for their souls by the advice of the Ordinary. It 
not as head of the Court of Chancery that the Lord Chancellor exercised the jurisdiction in lunacy, but as the representative and delegate of the Crown.
An inquisition may be ordered on a report of the Commissioners in Lunacy to the Lord Chancellor. This, however, is usually directed to be held on the application of a near relative of the alleged lunatic, and, indeed, the petition for an inquisition by which the proceedings are commenced ought to be presented by the nearest relative. It may, however, if the circumstances render it necessary, be preferred by an executor or trustee, a tenant, a creditor, or the Attorney-General. The 
